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anything and ything, and is now extending its grasp to more data sets and providers, missions, and ccess methods using its
application programming interface (API). We discuss recent changes, including developments for STEREO and SDO, and an IDL-callable
interface for the VSO API. We urge the heliophysics community to help civilize this obstreperous youngster by providing input on ways to

make the VSO even more useful for system science research.
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o e e Search results can include thumbnails for

. . image data: Thumbnails are often links to full-
sized images. The Graphic User Interface (GUI)
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Keeping it simple: the V50O design effort was ti
circumscribed, so the original design team of
ph]}rEicisl:ﬁ and computer scientists realized the
to limit the design to the minimum necessary to
the job: provide distribyted access to metadata §
queries, return the metadata to the user for qu
refinement, and provide access to the data at
data providers’ sites. All of the VSO interfaces
{green arrows) are based on XML and SOAP, or

TML. Thansk to feedback at regular scientific
meetings, the design included an API as well
as a Web interface.
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software to communicate with the VSO's
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Data delivery: De ing on the provider, d
be delivered as a URL for each file or an e
indiciating that a tarball is waiting for re

SErVer. lication Programming Interface (API).
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< eV In this example from the UK’s AstroGrid, the
i 4 ; L{] “F “1 “1.4 r w r Java applet Helioscope searches the VSO for solar
N . \ dyta and the CDAWeb for in situ data products. If the
-V g icks on a particular data tﬁn (here SOHO EIT), an
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IDL callable VSO: Using the VSO API and
H IDL™"s XML parsing ca combined
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